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DEPARTMEWT OF THE !NTERIOR 

?sh and Wildlife Service 

60 CFR Part 1; 

Endangered and Threatened ‘SJildlife 
2-d Plants: Propused Threateiled 
>;&Is and Crilicai HaMat for the 
Yiainer Sucker (Catost~mrrs 
I*rxnerer&sj 

AGENCY: Fish acd Wildlife Ser\i:-e. 
‘1!cT!Ol-. 
,a.CTION: Proposed rule. - ~..___ 
WMMARY: r%e Sm’iC6! prcpose:, io 
‘et?iri’Ee the IVarner sucker to be a 

:I-1.:Jdtened spr:-ies. This action is being 
;d:ien because: 11) The range axd 
r.;i.mbcrs of tl?e spe:ies halie bdfil 

-:>duced su’tx:~m!i j’ly: iij instream 
..I 2ter diveriions and artificia! barriers 
hx res?ricting moverce~t and migration 
cf swkers witbir. ahd among :!reams; 
;:I j (3) the species continues to st:rvi,ie 
;~::xariousi~- in wh,<t remains of its 
:!a!i\ e habitat. The Warner sucker 
t-:(,~irc in SF: oral lakes and their 
I_ 1 . . ..‘Liry strexms ir! txr Warner Vdliry 
*! south-:.onrra! Oregon. Critical habitat 
::I L&e Cuunty. O:egon, is incix!tiI in 

:his proposed rule. Special rules are 
oroposed to aliow take of the Warner 
Sucker for certain puTposes in 
.iccordance with Oregon State laws and 
regu!atlons. If finalized. the ru!e wculd 
proi-ide protection to the remaining 
~~;:l;l~i:ions cf this species. The Service 
r,~cks data and commer:ts from the 
xblic. Siate. local, and Federal agencies 
c n :his propossl. 
DATES: Comments from all interested 
parties must be received by ]uly 20, 

1984. Public hearing requests must be 
received by July 5,1Q84. 
ADDRESSES: Comments and mateials 
wncerning !his proposal should be sent 
to the Reeional Director. U.S. Fish and 
Wildlifn service, Lloyd 500 Building, 
Suite 7692, 500 SE., Mnltnomah Street, 
Portland. Oregcn 97232. Comments and 
materials relating to this rule are 
avai!dbie for public inspection. by 
appomtment. during normal business 
hours at the above address. 
FOR FURTNER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mr. Sanford R. Wilbur, Endangered 
Species Coordinator, U.S. Welsh and 
Wildlife Service, Lloyd 500 Building, 
Suite 1692, 500 NE., Multnomah Street, 
Portland. Oregon 97232 (503/231+131 or 
FTS 429-6131). 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The Warner s~rch, a species endemic 
tcl the Warner Basin in south-central 
Oregon. occurs in several lakes and 
tributary streams in the basin. it was 
first described by Snyder in :Yoa. This 
s!xcies is particu?arly interesting in that 
i i is part of a rrlict fauna isolated in 
r~ma.~lng \taters cf a large Pleistocene 
i::!;e that previot.ely covered c:lxh of the 
&sin floor. Xesiii~nts r!f Ihe aria recall 
when iie suckers (and trout) :vt:re veq 
aixndani and wculd ascend tht creeks 
i-, ihc sprilq for spawning. Cope (:083] 
noted Ihe grea-; abundance cf fiqhes and 
fish eating birds in Warner Basin. The 
LV‘r;~cr waker is known to OCC‘LX in 
p:‘rtiL,s of Grump and Har; La;<es. the 
spJlrcay canal north of Hart Lake. and I .T Sq;/&r. hone;!, i wentymi;e. Cl .-nd 
Twelvemiie Creeks (Aridreasen 1975, 
ComJ~s et oi. 1979. Swensor. 1978). 
Substantial stream and lake %Sitat 
modifica!itin has resui!ed from the 
attempt tc pump II3rt Lake dry to allow 
farming of ih~ botion-1. .I be in!raZuction 
of exotic fieh species and the 
modification of s?re::m flows into !dkes 
of the Warner l’oliey by dii,ersior: 
stnciurcs hsr.e aiso r&j.r*ed ;’ :T 
h;lLitnt. All these ec:iti::s k:~, c 
ccntrlbuted to the dec!lnc ir; 1><gr:ler 
sucker populations (Bond 191’4. Coombs 
et (21. 1979, Kobetich 1577). The diversion 
structures are especially significant in 
thi:: they prevent this obligatory stream- 
spawning sucker from reach,ing its 
spawning and rearing areas. Water 
pollution and siltation of gravel be:is 
needed by the fish for spawning are a!so 
adversely affecting the iakc axd stream 
habitats in the basin. This species 
apparefiily prefers pools dnd slow 

sections of creeks for spawning. Gravel- 
bottorrqd sections are especially 

important. 

The Warner sucker is listed as 
endangered in Bond’s 1974 publica:ion, 
*Endangered Plants and Animals of 
Oregon: I. Fishes.” The species is also 
list as endangered by Deacon et al. 
(1979]. However, recent work of Coombs 
et,ol (1979) documented continued, 

althocgh reduced. spawning of this 
species and recommended a threatened 
c!assification. 

The Warner sucker was included in 
the Service’s Vertebrate Noiice of 
Review published December 30.1982 (47 
FR 513~5~554601. On April 12,1983. the 
Desert Fishes Council petitioned the 
Fish and Wildlife Service to add the 
Warner sucker to the List of Endangered 
and Threatened Wildlife. After 
evaluation of the petition, the Service 
published a notice on June 11, 1983 (48 
FR 27273-27273) which foucd that 
subs!antial information was presented 
in the petition to indixte that an action 
may be warra n:ed to list the species. 

Summary of Factors Affecting the 
Species 

Section ?(a](l: of the Endangered 
Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 ef seq.) and 
repxlations promulgated to implement 
the listing previsions of the Act (codified 
at 50 CYR Part 42,;; under revision to 
accommodate 1982 Amendments-see 
proposal at 48 FF. 3fXt62, .4ugust 8,1983) 
set forth the procedures for adding 
species to the Federal lists. A species 
rr,.a:: he determioed tu be an endangered 
OI thrnatened species due to one or more 
of the five factors described in section 
~(a)(l). These factors and their 
application to the Warner sucker 
(Cc~fa:;fonws rixmm-ensi’s] are as 
follows: 

.4. The present or threatened 
destuction, mod(fication, or curtaihnent 
of its hobitot 0.7 rcl?ge. The Warner 
sucker is endemic to the Warner valley 
in south-central Oregon. It inhabits 
portions of Cramp and Hart Lakes, the 
spillway north of Hart Lake, and some 
sections of Snyder, Honey, Twentymile. 
and Twelvemile Creeks (Andreasen 
1975. Cocmbs e? cl. 1979, Swenson lQ?j. 
The species typical!y ascends streams 
tributary to lakes in the Warner Basin to 
spawn. However, instream barriers and 
diversion structures have often 
prohibited the movement of suckers into 
spawning streams during recent years. 
During years-with high precipitation, 
enough water Ilows by the diversions so 
that the suckers can utilize limited 
reaches of the streams for spawning. 

Ho+cver, during periods of low flows, 
ali water is often diverted, thereby 
eliminating any chance for the fish to 
spawn. If suckers are successful in 
ascending the barriers, spawned-out fish 
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and progeny are likely to be restricted to 
small areas of streams because of 
instream barriers, or sometimes diverted 
into agricultural fields where they die. 
Habitat modification to streams and 
lakes in the basin has been substantial. 
\2’ater diversion, used to promote 
farming activities, exists on all streams 
occupied by this species. Such water 
barriers and diversions are particularly 
detrimental to this obligatory stream- 
spawning species. Based on 
requirements of other species in the 
genus Catostomus, necessary spawning 
habitat crobablv consists of silt-free 
gravel dars and”moderate, clean water 
flows. Postlarval and young-of-the-year 
Warner suckers utilize shallow 
backwater pools and stream margins 
where current is slight or nonexistent. 

In addition to diversions, 
channelization of streams and 
overgrazing have disturbed soils in the 
watershed and degraded streams even 
further by allowing siltation of gravel 
beds where spawning would normally 
occur. Runoff and leachates containing 
fertilizers and pesticides from certain 
agricultural and ranching activities in 
the Warner Valley watershed put 
further stress on water quality of the 
lakes and streams. 

B. Overutilization for &nmercial, 
recreational. scientific, or educational 
purposes. There is no evidence to 
suggest overutilization for any of these 
purposes. 

C. Disease orpredation. Exotic 
centrarchid (sunfishes and freshwater 
basses) and ictalurid (catfishes] fishes 
have been stocked into lakes in the 
Warner Basin. Large adult centrarchids 
are capable of preying on all sizes of 

1 Warner sucker while the ictalurids can 
prey upon juvenile suckers. Exotic fishes 
also may introduce new parasites and 
disease organisms to which the sucker 
might be susceptible. Exotic salmonid 
fishes (trouts) introduced into the 
streams may also exert predation 
pressures. 

D. The inadequacy of existing 
regulutory mechanisms. Oregon State 
law provides protection against taking 
of the Warner sucker by requiring a 
col!ecting permit but has no provisions 
for the protection of habitat. 

E. Other natural or manmade factors 
nffecting its continued existence. Any 
prolonged drought will hasten the 
demise of the Warner sucker if all or 
most of the water in the streams is 
diverted. The reduced numbers of 
populations and individuals make this 
species more susceptible to any natural 
or manmade factors that adversely 
affect it. 

The Service has carefully assessed the 
best scientific information available 

regarding the past, present and future 
threats faced by this species in deciding 
to propose this rule. Based on this 
evaluation, the proposed action is to list 
the Warner sucker as threatened. The 
range and numbers of the species have 
been reduced substantially and 
alteration of habitat [e.g., instream 
water diversions and artificial barriers] 
continues. Proper and adequate 
management could prevent the species 
from becoming endangered. Recent 
status information has provided 
essential habitat data and indicates that 
overcollecting is not a major threat. 
Hence. it appears prudent to propose 
critical habitat. 

Critical Habitat 
Critical habitat as defined by Section 

3 of the Act means: (i) The Specific areas 
within the geographical area occupied 
by a species, at the time it is listed in 
accordance with the Act, on which are 
found those physical or biological 
features (I) essential to the conservation 
of the species and (II) that may require 
special management considerations or 
protection; and [ii) specific areas outside 
the geographical area occupied by a 
species at the time it is listed upon a 
determination that such areas are 
essential for the conservation of the 
species. 

Section 4(a)(3) of the Act requires that 
critical habitat be designated to the 
maximum extent prudent and 
determinable concurrently with the 
determination that a species is 
endangered or threatened. Critical 
habitat is being proposed for the Warner 
sucker to include the following streams 
in Lake County, Oregon, and 50 feet on 
either side of the streams: 4.0 stream 
miles of Twelvemile Creek. 3.5 stream 
miles of Twentymile Creek, 1.5 stream 
miles of the spillway north of Hart Lake, 
2.5 stream miles of Snyder Creek and 
14.5 stream miles of Honey Creek. The 
50 foot riparian zone on each side of the 
stream is included to protect the 
integrity of the stream ecosystem. The 
Service determines that the 
maintenance of this riparian zone is 
essential to the conservation of the 
Warner sucker. Riparian vegetation 
helps prevent siltation and run-off of 
other pollutants. Shading from small 
trees and shrubs in the riparian zonct 
helps maintain suitable water 
temperature and dissolved oxygen 
levels in the streams. These stream 
areas include adequate spawning and 
rearing habitat for the species. The 
areas proposed do not include the entire 
historic or present habitat of this fish 
and modifications to critical habitat 
descriptions may be proposed in the 
future. 

Section 4(b)(8) requires. for any 
proposed or final regulation that 
designates critical habitat, a brief 
description and evaluation of those 
activities (public or private] which ma>’ 
adversely modify such habitat or which 
may be affected by such designation. 
Such activities are identified for this 
species as follows: 

I. Overgrazing by livestock. which 
would eiiminate riparian vegetation and 
lead to streambank erosion and 
subsequent siltation of the stream and 
lake environment. 

2. Introduction of exotic fishes into 
streams or lakes of the Warner Valle! 
that might compete with or prey on 
Warner suckers. 

3. Construction of additional diversion 
dams on streams inhabited by the 
Warner sucker. 

4. Channelization or diversion of 
streams inhabited by the Warner sucker. 

5. Pollution of streams and lakes in 
the Warner Valley inhabited by the 
Warner sucker. 

No activities involving Federal 
agencies are presently known which 
directly impact on the habitat of the 
\Yarner sucker. 

Section 4(b)(2] of the Act requires the 
Service to consider economic and other 
impacts of designating a particular area 
as critical habitat. The Service will 
consider the critical habitat designation 
in light of at1 additional relevant 
information obtained at the time the 
final rtlle is prepared. 

Available Conservation Measures 
Conservation measures provided to 

species listed as endangered or 
threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act include recognition, 
recovery actions, requirements for 
Federal protection, and prohibitions 
against certain practices. Recognition 
tfirough listing encourages and results in 
conservation actions by Federal, State 
and pri\,ate agencies, groups, and 
individuals. The Endangered Species 
Act provides for possible land 
acquisition and cooperation with the 
States and requires that recovery 
actions be carried out for all listed 
species. Such actions are initiated by the 
Service following listing. The protection 
required of Federal agencies and the 
prohibitions against taking and harm are 
discussed. in part, below. 

Section 7(a) of the Act, as amended. 
required Federal agencies to evaluate 
their actions with respect to any species 
that is proposed or listed as endangered 
or threatened. R.egulations implementing 
this interagency cooperation provision 
of the Act are codified at 50 CFR Part 
402. and are now under revision (see 
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proposal at 48 FR 29990; June 29,1983). 
Section 7(a)(4) requires Federal agencies 
to informal!y confer with the Service on 
any action that is likely to jeopardize 
the continued existence of a proposed 
species or result in destruction or 
adverse modification of proposed 
critical habitat. When a species is 
actua!ly listed, Section ?[a)(2) requires 
Federal agencies to ensure that 
activities they authorize, fund. or carry 
out are rrot likely to jeopardize thy 
cclntir.ued existence of such a species or 
to dt:stroy or adverse]:. rnodib. i!: 
cri’:ical habitat. If a Federal action m;+y 

’ affect a listed species or its critical 
hr;bit.>t. the responsible Federal agency 
mus! enter into consu!tation with thr 
Servic;e. 

The Act and its imp!cmentinp 
regulations found at 50 CFR 17.21 and 
17.31 set fqrth a series of prohibitions 
that generally apply to all threatened 
fis5 or wildlife. These prohibitions, in 
part, make it illegal for any person 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Uniicll 
States to take. impor! or export. shibin 
interstate commerce in the course of 
commercial activity, or sell or offer fo: 
sale in interstate or foreign commerrr 
listed species. It is also illegal tc 
possess, sell, deliver, carry. transport. or 
ship any such wildlife that had betar, 
t;:ken illegally. Certain exceptions 
wou!J apply to agents of the Scrvil.c> 
and S!ate conservation agencies. 

The above discussion genera!!v 
applies to threatened species of !i5b OK 
wildlife. However, the Secretor>- h,is 
d+szrction under Section 4(d) o: the Act 
lo isyur? such speciai regulations as ;1ra 
necessary and advisable for the 
conservation of a ihreatened specious 
The Warner sucker is threatened 
primarily by habitat disturbance 01 
alteraticz, noi by intentional. d;rccl 
taking of the species or by 
commercia!ization. Given this fdic! a~13 
thz fact that the State of Oregon 
reg,llates direct taking of the spec jr-5 
through the requirement of State 
collcc!I~g permits, the Service has 
cocf,!uded that the State’s collecting 
permit system is more than adcqua?e to 
protect the species from excessive 
taking. so long as such take is linrirc,l to, 
educational purposes, scientific 
purposes, the enhancement of 
propagation or survival of the spscles. 
zoological exhibition, or other 
conservation purposes consist,?ct with 
the Endangered Species Act. A sepdcate 
Federa! permit system is not required IO 
address the current threats to the 
species. Therefore, the special rule 
allaws take to occur for the above- 

, stated purposes with the need for a 
Federal permit if a State collection 

permit is obtained and all other State 
wildlife conservation laws and 
regulations are sa!isficd. The special 
rule also acknowledges the fact that 
incidental take of the species by State- 
licensed recreational fishermen is not a 
significant threat to the species. 
Therefore, under this special rule such 
incidental take would not be a violation 
of that Act if the fisherman immedidlelg 
returns the individual fish taken to its 
habitat. It should be recognized that any 
activities involving the taking of this 
species not otherwise enumerated in the 
special rule are prohibited. Without this 
special rule all of the prohibitions under 
50 CFR 17.31 would apply. The Service 
believes that this special rule will allow 
for more efficient management of the 
species, thereby facilitating its 
conservation. For these reasons, the 
Service has concluded that this 
regulatory proposal is necessary and 
advisable for the consenation of the \ 
Warner sucker. 
Public Comments Solicited 

The Service intends that any final rule 
adopted wi!l be accurate and as 
effective as possible in the conservation 
of endangered or threatened species. 
Therefore, any comments or suggestions 
from the public, other c$,ncerned 
governmental agencies, the scien!ific 
community, industry, or any other 
interested party concerning any aSpnct 
of these proposed rules are hcrchy 
solicited. Comments particu!arly are 
\ouF;ht concerning: 

[I) Biological, commerciu! trade. 01 
uther reicvant data concerning any 
threai [or lack thereof) to the War,ner 
sucker: 

(2) The location of any additional 
populations of the Warner sucker and 
the reasons why any habitat should or 
should not be determined to be critical 
habitat iis provi&d by Scc!ion 4 of the 
Act; 

(3) Additional inforr:>;l!ion concerning 
the range and distribut’~n of this 
species; 

(4) Current or p!anr!::d activitil>s m the 
subject area and iheir pr.>ljable im;),?c;:s 
on the Warner sucker: ;,nd 

(sj Any foreseeable eronopli:- accl 
other impacts resulting from the 

-proposed designation of critiLa1 habi!at. 
Final promulgation of the regulations 

on the Warner sucker will take into 
consideration the comments and any 
additional information received by the 
Service. and such communications may 
lead to adoption of a final regulation 
that differs from this proposal. 

The Endangered Species Act provides 
for a public hearing on this proposal. if 
requested. Requests must be filed within 
?5 days of the date of the proposal. Such 

requests must be made in writing and 
addressed to the Regional Director. I! ‘; 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Lloyd 51x1 
Building. Suite 1692. 500 N.E. Multnrm;;+!, 
Strcrt, Portland, Oregon 97232. 

National Environmental Policy Act 

‘l‘hp Fish and Wildlife Service ha> 
determined that an En\irpnmental 
Assessment, as defined by the Natioc,tl 
Environmer.ta! Policy Act of 1969. r.t?r:,j 
not be prepared in ronneciion with 
regulations adopted pursuant to Ser:ti!~: 
-t[a) of the E:!Jdngered Species Aci of 
1973, as amended. A notice out!ininq rhr~ 
Scr\,icc’s reasons for this determinatiun 
was published in the Federal Register ~)ri 
October “5.1383 (48 FR 49244). 
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Proposed Regulations Promulgation 

PART 17-[AMENDED] 

3751; Pnb. L 96159,93 Stat. 1225; Pub. L g7- 
304.96 Stat. 1411 (16 USC. 1531 et seq.). 

Accordingly, it is hereby proposed to 
2. It is proposed to amend 5 17.11(h) 

amend Part 17. Subchapter B of Chapter 
by adding the following in alphabetica 
order under Fishes to the List of 

‘1. Title 50 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, as set forth below. l 

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife: 

I. The authority citation for Part 17 8 17.11 Endangered and threatened 
reads as follows: wildlife. 

Authority: Pub. L. 93-205. 67 Stat. 884; Pub. * l l ’ * 
L. 94-359, 90 Stat. 911: Pub. L. 95-632,92 Stat. [h) l * * 

Speu- VetStKik ---_-. HlStOnc range population where StallIS When 
Common name scmntlac name %;aczw 

had frim;; SpCl.3l rules 

FlShes . . * l .  .  

Sucker. Warner . . . Catostomus U.S.A. (OR) . . . . Enme t...._.......__..,.___.....,..._... 17,95(e)... 17.44 
WWWW”StS 

. . . . * . 

3. It is further proposed to add the 
following new paragraph (h) as a special 
rule to Section 17.44: 

p 17.44 Special rules-fishes. 
.  t  l t  l 

(h) Warner sucker (Custostcm~us 
rrkm7erensis) 

(I) No person shall take the species, 
except in accordance with applicable 
State fish and wildlife conservation 
ib~vs and regulations in the following 
instances: (i) For educational purposes, 
scier,tific purposes. the enhancement of 
propagation or survival of the species, 
zooiogical exhibition, and other 
conservation purpases consistent with 
the Act; [ii) incidental to State-permitted 
reLreationa1 fishicg activities, provided 
that the individual fish taken is 
immediately returned to its habitat. 

(2) Any violation of applicable State 
fish and wildlife conservation laws or 
regulations with respect to the taking of 
this species will also be a violation of 
the Endangered Species Act. 

(3) No person shall possess, sell, 
deiiver. carry, transport, ship, import, or 
expor!. by any means whatsue\rer, any 
such species taken in violation of these 
regulbtions or in violation of applicab!e 
State fish and wildlife laws or 
regulations. 

(4) It is unlawful for any person lo 
attempt to commit, solicit another to 
commit. or cause to be committed, any 
offense defined in paragraphs (I) 
through (3) above. 
* t t t . 

4. It is further proposed tu amend 
3 17.95(e) by adding critical habitat of 
the Warner sucker as follows- The 
position of this entry under $ ?7.%[e) 
detsrmined at final rule time (follows 
the same sequence as the sper.ifies 
occurs in 8 17.11). 

8 17.95 Critical habitat-fish and wildlife. 
(e) Fishes 

.  .  l * t  

Warner Sucker (Costostomus wornerensk) 

Oregon: Lake County. 
1. TweIl.emile Creek4.0 stream niiles and 

50 feet on either side of the stream 
commencing from the confluence of 
Twelvemile Creek and Twentymile Creek 
upstream including those portions of 
Twelvemile Crerk in T4OS. R23E. Section 35. 
T47S. R23E, Sections 1, 2.12.13,. 23. and 24. 

2. Twenty-mi!e Creeh-approximately 18 
stream miies and 50 feet on eithur side of the 
stream commencing from about 9 miies 
upstream of the junction of Twelvemile and 
Twentymile Creeks to a point about 9 miles 
downsteam of the junction including Lhosr 
portions of Twentymile Creek in T4OS, R22E. 
Sections 25. 35, and 36: 1’40s. R23E, Sections 
19. 20. 24. 25, 26. 29, 30. 33. 34, 35, and 36; 
T4US. R24E, Sections 15. 16. 19! 20. 21. 2. 26. 
29. 30; T41S. R23E. Sections 2 and 3. 

3. S/siiwaJ north of HOi1 Loie.-2 strean, 
miles and 50 feet on either side of tha 
waterway commencing from its coi,fluence 
with Harl Lake to a point 2 miles downstream 
including those portions of the waterway in 
TBGS. R24E. Sections 7,18. and 19. 

4. S~~yder Creek-3 stream miles and 50 
fept on either side of tha stream commencin: 

from the confluence of Snyder Creek and 
Honey Creek to a point 3 miles upsfream on 
Snyder Creek including those portions of 
Snyder Creek in T36S, R22E, Sections 1 and 
12; T36S, R23E, Sections 7,17. and 16. 

5. FIon~y Creek-approxima te!y 16 s tl cam 
miles and 50 feet on either side of the strean! 
commencing from the confluence of I ionc~ 
Creek and fIart Lake to a point 16 miles 
upstream on Honey Creek including thovc 
portions of Honey Creek in T36S, R24E. 
Sections 19. 20. 27. 28. 29. 30. 33. 34, and 35; 
T36S. R23E. Sections 17, 18. 20, 21. 22, 23, 24. 
26. 27, and 28; T36S. RZZE, Sections 13. 14. 22. 
and 23. 

Constituent elements of all areas proposed 
as critical habitat include streams 15 feet to 
60 feet wide with gravel-bottom shoal and 
riffle areas with intervening pools. Streams 
should have clean, unpolluted flowing water 
and a s!;,blt: riparian zone. The streams 
should support a variety of aquatic insects. 
crustaceans. and other small invertebrates 
for fmd. 
I 1 . . . 

D;itl!d: May 7. l!W. 
G. Ray Amett; 
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Administration 

50 CFR Part 651 

Atlantic Gro?mdfish (Cod, Haddock, 
and Yellowtail Flounder); Public 
Hearing 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service {NhlFS). NOAA, Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public hearings. 

SUMMARY: h’OAA is holding five public 
hearings and is providing a comment 
period to solicit comments on a proposal 
10 allow only 5?5 inch mesh cod ends on 
board a vessel in the large mesh area for 
groundfish. T!lis action is necessary to 
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